April 30, 1968 Cam Vu Battle

On April 30, 1968, conpanies Kilo, Mke, Linma and the Command Al pha
Goup of 3/9/3 were helo-lifted to Route 1 near Cam Lo to assist Bravo
1/9 who was in battle at CamVu. W were joined by Al pha Conpany 3rd
Tanks. The conpanies of 3/9 would clash with a reginmental size unit of
the NVA 320th Division. Northeast of this location 2/4 would have their
hands full at Dai Do at the same tine. Belowis a "global account" of
this battle witten by BGn Frank Breth. He was Major Breth, S 3

O ficer of the Conmand Al pha Group at that tine.

Ray Felle 1st Pl atoon Corpsman that day.

Saw your site and "Docs" questions/coments. Really well done and great
to know that Bruce is still around. He and | are "ol d" buds! My best to
Ann. Bruce, per your coments, Sam Adans was a tremendous Marine, fornmer
CO of Linma conpany of 3/9. At this time he was the S-4 |ocated in Dong
Ha

On 30 April 1968, | was Major Frank Breth, the S-3 Ops/0 of 3/9, who
coordi nated and ran the ops for 3/9 ( Bill La Mntagne) from March 1968-
Sept enber 1968. In August 1967 | joined 3/9 after they had cone out of
Operation Buffalo in the DMZ, and was assigned as CO of M ke Conpany..
went through Cam Lo, C-2 and the Con Thien adventure in Sept- Cct |,

until we were relieved by 1/9. | then was assigned to Hue as the Liaison
officer from3rd Mar Div to Ist ARVIN Div. | went through the Battle for
Hue and then returned to 3/9 as the S-3, replacing Ben Gardner and

wor ki ng for LaMontagne at the Rockpile, building LZ Stud.

John, before | go further on the DMZ, | have a a very little known story
about 3rd Mar Div tanks during the Battle for Hue, those tanks saved the
day and were crewed by all young guys who did terrific work. That's a

separate story which needs telling. If you are interested I'Il wite it
up. Bill La Montagne and | were together on that one also in Feb -March
' 68.

On 30 April 1968, 3/9 in total was at the Rockpile with H&S, India,
Kilo, Lima, and Mke. India was on the outposts.3/9 was in the 4th
Marine Regi nent sector, just west of the 9th Marines, who had the

"Leat herneck square" sector. It was relatively quiet with LZ Stud
becom ng a nmmj or base, nobre convoys on route #9, w th occasiona
shelling fromMitters Ridge and the mountains in the west ( 3/3 later
captured the 75mm pack which now sits by the entrance at Marine
Barracks, 8th and I, in DC). It was a routine day until about 2 PM when
the 3rd Mar Div CGflew into the Rockpile and said he needed us to go
into action in the 9th Marines zone. He nentioned that a platoon of 1/9
wi th some tanks had received heavy casualties east of Cam Lo. W
scranbled in to our field gear, left India with H& to secure the
Rockpile. It seemed within mnutes that CH 53s started shuttling us to a
site just south of the base at Cam Lo. La Mntagne, Tom M x, nyself ,

I st Sgt Paddock and the command group went in first to coordinate with
1/9 and TF Robbie at Cam Lo. Lima cane in next with Tom Scheib as CO
then Kilo, 81ls, and M ke.

As | recall everyone was on the ground by 3:30, or so. | had spoken with
the CO and "3" of 1/9 ( "Blackie" Cahill and Angi e Fernandez)plus a rep
from TF Robbie. Their info was sketchy and sonmewhat unsure of the tota
pi cture what had happened or what the eneny strength was. Qur m ssion
was to recover the platoon from1/9 and get the tanks out.They had been
out there 24-36 hours fromwhat | recall. 1/9 had recently cone out of
Khe Sanh and apparently did not have all their conpani es avail able so we
got the m ssion. The TF Robbie rep did have comms with the tanks and they
said the NVA were all over and we better get there by nightfall. After



getting the radio fregs, call signs out, for fire support, air and the
9th Marines we noved out about somewhere between 3:30-4pm We went out
in a spread out formation, conpanies in colum with Lim |eading, Kilo,
the CP and 81s and them M ke with a platoon of tanks. They had al ready
anbushed the tanks so we kept our tanks back so we could fix the eneny
and then run the tanks up when we needed t hem Wen we | eft we had about
3-4 hours until dark.W asked for an AO and he was going to be on
station in about 45 mnutes to an hour. Since we didn't know that ground
wel I enough, we needed his eyes. They got there but it was just after the
NVA opened up on us, Lina conpany especially.

Looki ng at the nap, Cam VU, where the tanks were pinned down just west of
the village, was about 2,800 neters ( about 1 1/2 miles) across fairly

level plain with waist high thick grass, |ots of bushes.As we noved
east to Cam Vu the ground was open at least 1,000 nmeters to the west.
The entire battalion was in colum, noving well. What we did not know is

that an NVA regi nent was waiting us. They had laid a trap knowi ng the
Marines would rescue their own. Fortunately 3/9 had sone very

experi enced troops and | eaders at all |evels who knew how t he NVA
operated in the DVZ

About 45 mnutes after we started Lima ran into a well dug -in and
canoufl aged units which had AK-47s , RPD nachi ne guns and 60 mm
nortars... an NVA battalion of about 300 soldiers. They opened up and
with the initial volley they caused nunerous casualties in Lina, one

pl at oon and part of another was hurt pretty bad but they put up a heavy
volune of fire in return and the NVA slowed, giving tine to pull back
nmost of the dead and wounded. | spoke with Tom Schieb in a natter of

m nutes and need hel p ASAP. The Ao just arrived on station and reported
what the NVA was doing to come around Linma and rap them They ran fixed
wing and nailed a large group. | told Gene Bryan, the CO of Kilo to nove
up quickly on Lima's ( Tom Scheib) left flank to cover him La Mntagne
and the remai nder of the comand group to follow Kilo so we could
organi ze Kilo and Linma together. Rich ONeill, CO of Mke Conpany took
the tanks and went further to the left ( North) to cut of any NVA who
nm ght be trying to cone around behind us. | told LaMontagne that Scheib
need hel p ASAP so he took the conmand group, while |I took two radio
operators with ne running to catch up to Scheib so |I could run support
for him

The three us "high-diddl ed" across this open terrain about 500-600 yards
al one when all of a sudden a 200+ round artillery barrage fired from
North Vietnamwi th 130mm guns | anded behind Linma and just before ny team
about 50-60 yards. My team ducked down for about 2-3 minutes until it
stopped. It was apparent that we had a large NVA unit to deal with and
not some "rice farners". These guys had fire support fromthe north and
heavy machi ne guns, plus 82 nmnortars. This neant at |east a reginent
and they were trying to close the trap. My teamand | ran about anot her
100 yards on a small path to close on Linma and all of a sudden cane on a
NVA machi ne gun crew | oaded and and pointed right at us. They were al
dead...killed by their artillery strike which had just fired! Mpnents
later we were with Linma and Tom Schei b. He was wounded and needed al

the help he could get. My teamand | picked up the coordination, to the
ACs, got air on station, adjusted artillery of the flanks, and briefed
the Reginent "3" ( John Hopkins) as what we were dealing with. Keep in
mnd that 2/4 and 1/3 were fighting the NVA 325th Division about 6-8000
neters east of us. W were running into a large NVA force protecting the
325th's west flank!

Wiile | with Scheib, we were receiving heavy snall arnms fire, RPGs and
nortar fire. All of a sudden this fire stopped as | heard Kilo
assaulting "on line" to our left flank( north) closing in on us. Their
fire was terrific and they did one helluva job as they had cut down an
NVA conpany trying to encircle Lima. Kilo quickly caught them off guard
and "cl eaned themup" and tied into us. This was about 6 pm The air was



hum d, hot and still with no breeze. By this time the CP. and the 81s
had arrived on scene and we began getting the casualties ready for ned
evacs. During this time we were nortared pretty heavy by 82 mm
nortars. Whi ch caused casualties and nore wounds to those awaiting ned
evacs. The H 34 ned evac birds flew from Dong Ha down route 9 then north
to us at very low level to avoid the heavy NVA fire. The corpsnmen from
Kilo, Lima and H&S did absolutely incredible work coll ecting,
stabilizing and nedevaci ng the wounded. | clearly renenber one of the
nmedevac birds flying | ow at dusk about 50 feet with fire streani ng out
of the belly. W watched himsit down and pull everyone out before it
expl oded. Another bird was on him and coll ected them i mredi ately. Qur
nmedevacs continued in to darkness. Not only were there Lima's and the CP
casual ties but also the dead and wounded of the 1/9 platoon and the

i mobi lized tanks we recovered.

Concurrent to all this action "M ke" was nmaking it's way with the tanks
around to the left ( north) of us to cut off any NVA and close to us for
the night. They uncovered a | arge NVA force ( estimated conpany) on
their owmn and had a helluva fight. The conpani es weapons and the tanks
tore themapart. This conpany was apparently trying to come around our
back and trap us but Mke and the 3rd Tanks caught them M ke and the
tanks cl osed on the battalion position just after dark. W started heavy
artillery fires close to us and we received no assaults that night, only
nmortars which were not targeted near us. W had apparently hanmered a

| arge NVA force. Several years later | spoke with a USMC radi o intercept
of ficer who was listening to the NVA frequencies who told ne they were
screaming that we were "nailing thenf. Unfortunately, Linma company bore
the brunt of the eneny attack but held together and did their share of
putting the steel to the NVA. It is interesting that every conpany of
3/9 and the tanks were all involved in the action. That action was a
credit to the tankers and the Marines of 3/9 as they did sone great work
handi ng "Charlie" his "lunch"

The next norning we were reinforced by a Delta, 1/9. W were to keep
novi ng east to route #1, which was about 5-6000 neters to the east. W
tightened up and went into Cam Vu, which was about 300 neters away. It
was a small deserted village with about 8-10 grass hootches. | renenber
wat chi ng our preparatory fires on CamVu. A Tank fired at a hooch and
saw the grass cone off as the round "bounced" off the grass hut! The
NVA had built reinforced concrete pillboxes inside the grass huts. W
found the "vill"

but had plenty nore action as we proceeded east, then south, then west
again over the next four days. That's another story!

John, Ray, if | can help with any nore let ne know. Best w shes to al
of you

Semper fi!

Frank Breth
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